





Heli, from p. 17 

Water from helibuckets was 
dropped to (1) construct tempo- 
rary and permanent lines, (2) 
reduce rate of spread and inten- 
sity, (3) control spot fires, and 
(4) facilitate mopup. Dropped 
water has temporarily stopped 
active fire fronts in the scattered 
spruce-tundra fuels characteris- 
tic of many large Alaskan fires, 
providing time for hand crews 
to successfully construct line. In- 
dividual new starts that could 
have developed into major fires 
have been controlled. Water has 
been used during burnout opera- 
tions to reduce intensity inside 
the fire line and to prevent igni- 
tion of spot fires and slow their 
spread outside the line. Water 
has been able to stop individual 
trees from torching, thus help- 
ing to prevent spotting. 

Mopup requires precise drops 
and concentration of water in 
the subsurface fuels, however, 
helicopter pilots have difficulty 
achieving direct hits on isolated 
hot spots. Perhaps delivering 
water by helicopter to collapsi- 
ble tanks for application by 
ground crews is an alternative. 

The main advantage of drop- 
ping water by helicopter is time- 
liness. Because abundant small 
potholes in the immediate fire 
area provide a good opportunity 
for the “hover fill” technique, a 
helicopter can be diverted from 
delivering men and supplies to 
water dropping on a flareup 
within minutes. The time ad- 
vantage over ordering retardant 
aircraft from a distant air tank- 
er base can mean savings of lost 
lines. 

It is becoming common to as- 
sign a helicopter equipped for 
instant hookup of a helibucket to 
individual project fires. Heli- 
copters and helibuckets for 
dropping water are proving to 
be a well-adapted tool for sup- 


porting remote Alaska fire me 


trol operations. 
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